
 

10th Grade Project Menu 
 

Directions: 
Find the project that’s right for you. Selecting a project is like walking through a forest trying to 
pick a favorite tree.  All the trees are trees, but they are all different. All projects are different. 
Create and build one that you really like. 

- A Project Rubric is attached. Please review the Rubric and start thinking about how you will 
connect your project choice to the core areas of study that are listed in the Category column of 
the Rubric.  

- Create a “Project Map.” A map is a guide to getting from the beginning of a journey to the end. 
Your project map should describe how you plan to complete your project in a step-by-step 
fashion just like Google Maps directing you to a place you’ve never been. The Project Map 
should include descriptions of each part of your project and completion dates for each. 

- You have a lot of academic and creative freedom in how you complete these projects!  Make 
this project something that you are proud of, something that you want to share with others. 

Projects: 

1. “Hands On” – Wilbur and Orville Wright built bicycles before solving the problem of powered 
flight. Thomas Edison failed over a thousand times while working on the light bulb. Rudolf Diesel 
had the crazy idea of an engine that creates combustion without a spark. Inventors, designers 
and engineers are “hands on” people with a passion to create. 

-         Select an inventor, an engineer, a designer, an architect, etc. and dig into their lives, their 
accomplishments, their failures, their inventions. Lots of good math, science, history and 
literature here. 

-         Project may be in the form of a written paper, a video or audio presentation (with script), a 
model with description/background, etc. 

2. “Know Your Rights!” – Alice Paul and Lucy Burns suffered through jail sentences and 
forced feeding while fighting for the right for women to vote. Malala Yousafzai was brutally 
attacked while advocating for educational rights for women. John Lewis spent his life in the 
quest for equal rights for all Americans. Greta Thunberg is fighting right now to raise awareness 
about climate change. 



 

-         If you are passionate about a cause or have an interest in the field of human rights, select 
someone who has inspired you and dig into their lives, their accomplishments, their failures, their 
impact on the world. Lots of good literature, history, science and math here. 

-         Project may be in the form of a written paper, a video performance, a play (with your 
family playing the parts), etc. 

3. “Your Beat” – We are living in an unusual time. Imagine you are the Science and Health 
writer for a newspaper while the Coronavirus crosses the globe. Millions of news stories have 
been written/broadcast about the impact of the Coronavirus. It’s a health story, a statistics story, 
a science story, an economic story, a human story. 

-         If you like the idea of writing and reporting about what will be one of the biggest events of 
your generation, create your own newspaper or podcast and start reporting. Dig in to the science 
behind the virus, the health impact, the economic (think math) impact, etc. - Project may be in 
the form of a newspaper or podcast. 

 4. “Hindsight is 20/20”- If you have 20/20 vision, you have perfect vision. The proverb 
“Hindsight is 20/20” means it is easy to clearly see and understand something after it has 
already happened. 

There are plenty of older people in your family, neighborhood, community that would welcome a 
phone call right now!  This is an opportunity to learn about historic changes from the people who 
lived through them.  Who knows, someday a high school student may be asking your older self 
about life during the Covid-19 Pandemic?  

 In this project you will conduct interviews, mostly by phone or email with older people who were 
alive or had personal connections with people that were alive, like their parents, during various 
changes in the last 100 years. (You can also conduct research online, but it isn’t necessary.) 
There are several historic anniversaries this year:  100th - Nineteenth Amendment giving Women 
the Right to Vote, 75th - End of World War II, 50th - Earth Day,100th -invention of the Band-Aid, 
10th – the first iPad. 

 Final Project- Your unique timeline that includes quotes from your interviews  

5.  “Family Tree”- Families come in all shapes and sizes. Become a historian by gathering 
information and learning more about your family.  Research your family’s name, trace your 
family’s history, and create a family tree. You could even include voice-overs of your living family 
members.  

-Project may be presented through a video presentation, poster, or art 



 

6. “What is Your Sense of Home?” A Journaling and Scrapbooking Exploration- During this 
pandemic, approximately 95% of Americans are sheltering at home.  For this project, the idea of 
home is not confined to the literal roof over your head.  Through a series of journal entries and a 
coordinating scrapbook collection of photos, drawings, magazine pictures, keepsakes, poems, 
inspirational quotes, articles, collages, etc.,  you will explore various concepts, perspectives and 
ideas relating to home. 

Here are just a few potential starter ideas for journal entries: 

How people are coping with social distancing during the pandemic; what are your feelings? 

The effects on the environment with so many people staying at home 

What is your ideal dream house? 

2,000 years ago, Pliny the Elder said, “Home is where the heart is.”  In 2020 is this still true? 

Delve deep into the geology and history, nature of our area, our home 

Different types of homes around the world and throughout history 

Remember, to sense something is to feel, to observe, and to understand it.  It is hard to make 
sense of what is going on in our world, but through this project you will gain a deeper sense of 
home.  

Project- physical journal/scrapbook, digital version, or combination of both 

7. “All in the Family” – Some of us don’t have very good Internet! So, what to do? Well, there’s 
a project right at home. Identify a hero from family history and develop their story based on 
family documents, interviews, and stories. Connect that family member to the economic times 
they grew up in. Dig into the inventions of the day, the world events of the time, and the impact 
all those things had on your family! Family literature and history are right there without the 
Internet. 

-         Project may be in the form of a paper, a phone interview, etc. 

8.“How does the US Census affect your community.”  – Data drives our government 
decisions.  Therefore, we should ask: 
-What data has been chosen in the census over the years? 
- How has your community changed over the years,and how has our country changed? 
-What is the best way to divide up resources? 
Answers to these and other questions could be explored to create a presentation about the 
Somerset County/Rockwood area. 
 



 

Information about the census abounds online.  If you can not access the government census 
site, mentors or even calls to government officials can help you find sources to use in completing 
your project. 

9.  “What’s That App?”- Have you ever wanted to design your own app or couldn’t find an app 
to fit your needs? Now is your chance to show your creativity! 

-      Students will identify a need, brainstorm solutions, create an app proposal, write a business 
plan, and then create a presentation to pitch their app. Presentations must include a logo, app 
name, slogan, cost, reviews, description, photos, target audience, and purpose for the app. 

-  Project may be presented through a video presentation, advertising pamphlet, flyer or poster.  

10. “Resilience Café”- When Clara Barton was a child, she cared for her sick brother David. 
Her resilience during this experience led her to become a nurse later in life.  Since nursing 
school was not available, Barton taught herself the nursing skills she would need based on the 
care she had provided for her sick brother. She is best remembered for  helping to distribute 
supplies to the Union Army during the Civil War and founding the American Red Cross. 

In the spirit of Clara Barton, you will research resilient heroes from the past and present.  People 
that showed the ability to bounce back and recover after a hardship and remained strong and 
showed grit during difficult times. 

There are plenty of examples of resilient people during the Civil War, the Holocaust, the Civil 
Rights Movement, the Coronavirus Outbreak, etc. You will explore how music, art, and literature 
support people during times of tribulation.  You will make connections between resilient figures 
from history, communities, family members and yourself.  

-Project may be presented through writing, poetry, art, or video 

  

11. “Build Your Own” – design your own project. Have a special interest area or hobby? It 
could be music, hunting, farming, sewing, collecting, or something else.  Discuss your ideas with 
your mentor, develop a project map and dig in! Write a play, record a CD, make art, become a 
filmmaker, etc. Of course, you’ll need to include all the components on the project rubric, but the 
sky's the limit! Create! 


